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NAAC accords A+ grade to Bi Bi Raza
Degree College for Women in K’buragi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kalaburagi
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THE National Assessment and Ac-
creditation Council (NAAC) has
accorded A+ Grade to Bi Bi Raza
Degree College for Women (Arts
and Science) Kalaburagi said the
Principal of the College Zeba
Parveen here on Monday.
Speaking at a press conference
here, the Principal of the College
Zeba Parveen said that this is the
first time that an institution run
by a minority community and

coming under the jurisdiction of

Akkamahadevi Women University
is getting A+ grade from NAAC.
She said that the National Assess-
ment and Accreditation Council
has intimated her that Bi Bi Raza
Degree College for Women has
been accredited with a CGPA of
3.28 on a seven point scale at A+
grade valid for a period of 5 years
from 17-01-2024.

7Zeba Parveen said that Khaja
Education Society is serving in the

social service field through educa-
tion for many years. It has given
prominence to the education of
girls. Bl Bi Raza College for Wom-
en was established 47 years back
by the Khaja Education Socie-
ty, she said. In 1977 Arts Fac-
ulty was started and in
1989 Science faculty was
opened in the College for
Women.

Founder President of
Khaja Education Society
late Hazarat Syed Shah Mo-
hammad Al Hussaini was awarded
Padmashri for his service in the
education field and he was given
Rajyotsava award also, Zeba
Parveen said.

The Principal of the College

said that the NAAC Committee in-

spected the College for 2 days in
the month of September.

There are 700 students in the
College in this academic year and
29 lecturers including PhD helders

were serving as the lecturers in

the College.

The NAAC comprising
of Dr M. Bhaskar (chair-
man) with Prof Tanuja of
Presidency College Kolk-

ata, Prof Manju Jain of
College of Education Hary-
ana inspected different sec-
tions of the College and based on
its recommendation, the NAAC
has awarded A+ grade to the col-
lege, Zeba Parveen said.

- Kaneez Fatima, Nayyar Jahan,
B. Jyoti and Namrata Ravut were
present in the press conference.

The NAAC Committee inspected the College for 2 days In the month of
September. There are 700 students In the College In this academic year. 29

lecturers Including PhD holders are serving In the college

Zeba Parveen, College Principal

Pnntmal of B| BI Raza Degree [ollege for Wumen Zeba Paween addresses the medla in Kalaburag| on Menday | EXPRESS




!_

|
|

[IM Kashipur ‘Agri Mela
Startup Expo’on Jan 27-28

e
Our Bureau

Mangaluru

IIM Kashipur will organise
the seventh edition of ‘Ut-
tishtha 2024’ on January 27-
28. This ‘Agri Mela Start-up
Expo’ aims to unite agricul-
tural start-ups, industry
stakeholders, and investors
to exchange insights on en-
trepreneurship, teaturing a
start-up expo and engaging
activities.

The two-day Agri Mela
Startup EXpo 1s conducted

by the Foundation for Innov-
ation and Entrepreneurship
Development (FIED) and E-
Cell IIM Kashipur, with the
support of the Department
of Agriculture and Farmers’
Weltare.

A media statement said
the annual entreprencurship
summit 18 expected to wit-
ness the participation of over
2,000 B-school students, 20-
plus VC and entrepreneur
talks, 10,000-plus wisitors,
100-plus start-ups, and the

top 10 start-ups engaging In
live pitching (‘Ran Bhoomi”).
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MBA: Why, when, howand where?

You should be
intouch with
thechangesin
technology, working
styles and corporate
structures, writes
Ali Khwaja

asters in Business Administra-
tion (MBA) is the magic three
letters that every young person
aspiring to make it big in the corporate
world dreams about. From 1IMs and
[ITstoISB and many other top-notch
- Beschools, various courses are offered
to those who wish to reach coveted
positions. For those who can affordit,
~ reputed universities in Western coun-
~ triesbeckon them to study there and
~ converttheir dreamsinto reality.
~ MBAisthe passport 0 SUCCESS, the
endof the struggle, and the beginning
ofahigh-paid managerial career. But let
usobjectively explore and understand
therole of an MBA in a person’s career.
Undoubtedly, an MBA gives an upward
- nudge to anyone carving outa lucrative
positionin the corporate jungle—butit
~ sequally essential thata person under-
 standswhy, when, how and where to g€t

that coveted degree.

Many young students say “MBA"
when asked what career they want.
They need to know that MBA is the
name of a course that boosts your
career; itis not a career initself. Many
students are unaware of the different
areas of management thatonecan
explore or what is required in each.

Specialisations

Specialisations in MBA, which used to
be restricted to marketing, HR, finance
and systems or operations for a long
time, have now spread out into a very
wide range. Today, one can qualify in
diverse areas of management such

as international business, entrepre-
neurship, data analytics, artificial
intelligence, education, family business,
rural marketing, plantations, pharma-
ceuticals, banking, digital marketing,
healthcare, tourism, NGO, and sports,
to name just a few.

There are equally promising alter-
natives to MBA. The most common is
the Post Graduate Diploma in Manage-
ment (PGDM), offered by some re puted
B-schools. They givea non-affiliated
diploma instead of a university degree
because it gives them the ﬂqﬂblhty
to design, change, and modify their
curriculum and even the methodology
of teaching based on industry require-
ments without waiting for approval
from authorities. Project Management
Professional (PMP)isa certification
offered by Project Management Inter-

national (PMI) to practising managers
without having to artend classes.

Options range from two-year full-
time residential/daytime to one year,
to part-time, to online live classes or
lessons received through learning
management systems offe ring flexible
timing.

Executive MBA programmes
offered to individuals with managerial
experience allow themto take short
breaks from work to attend classes and
continue learning online.

studying while working
Many reputed B-schools insiston at

least a few years of work expenence
before giving admission to candidates.
Those with acrual corporate expo-
sure benefit most from management
courses. They also have clarity in what
specialisation they should select, thus
getting the maximum benefitof the
course.

With such a wide variety, a person
first acquires domain specialisation,

gets a first-hand feel of the profession,

including prospects, and ensures that
his/her temperament, aptitude and
skillset suits that particular field.

Once you have established yourselfin
your area of expertise, beit technology,

finance, communication or whatever,
youneed to take a call to go deeper into
your core competencies.

This depends on your personality
traits, social skills, lifestyle, etc. If you
are convinced youwant to choose the
second path, an MBA or other manage-
ment course is worth considering.

Finance and scope

These courses aren't cheap. Though
some scholarships and loans are availa-
ble, work experience and earning some
money helps. Take the plunge when
you are confident that you will enjoy
and flourish in your chosen field for

the next 40-50 years,. Ensure that you
are in touch with changes coming fast,
not just in technology but also in work
styles, corporate structures and means
of communication.

Equally important is preparing,
competing, and getting admission to a
well-established and popular B-school.
Many less reputed colleges may offer
UGC-recognised university degrees,
but the students may find acceptance
into the industry difficult. To getan idea
about admission to a good institution,
one needs to observe that most of those
who crack the CAT and get into ITMs
are engineers.

This indicates that there isan advan-
tageif you have studiedina professional
course where analytical, logical, critical
and verbal skills are developed in your
undergraduate studies.

(The author isa career counsellor)
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PHP development intemship
OyeLabs is hiring for a PHP
development work-from-home
internship. Students with HTML,
LARAVEL, MySQL, and PHP
knowledge can apply by February
3. The stipend is Rs 5,000-10,000/
month. Apply at: https://bit.ly/
Dhed029

UI/UX Design internship
Global Trend is hiring for a Ul/UX
Design work-from-home intern-
ship. Students with Figma, Uy

UX Design knowledge can apply
by February 3. The stipend isRs
5.000/month. Apply at: hitps:/fbit.
ly/DHed030

Content marketing internship
Scaler Academy is hiring interns
for a content marketing internship
in Bengaluru. Students with knowl-
edge of Content Marketing can
apply by January 25. The stipend is
Rs 16,000/month. Apply at: https://
bit.ly/DHed031

Vidyadhan disability
scholarship

Meritorious students with 40%
disabiliry enrolled in adegree
course in 2022 with 60% marks
or 6 CGPA in Class 12 can apply.
Annual income must be less

than Rs 4 lakh. Last date: January
31. Details: https://t.ly/3M8-2
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‘Data protection seal’

to vet platforms soon

Volunteer organisations are piloting project aimed to verify
secure use of data and ensure compliance, says DSC|

ASHUTOSH MISHRA
New Delhi, 22 January
he Data Security Council of
India (DSCI) is planning to
devise a data protection seal
(DPS) to verify and check secure use
of people’s data by platforms across
the country.

The project, currently piloted
with partner organisations, will
help users know which organisa-
tions are using their data safely and
following the basic standards of
data privacy. This will be similar to
the ISI mark that conforms to a pro-
duct in accordance with the Bureau
of Indian Standards.

“The data protection seal will
provide some level of assurance
about the application, website, or
product, according to expectations
of privacy, and whether it behaves
responsibly,” said Vinayak Godse,
chief executive officer, DSCI, in an
interaction with Business Standard.

Such a process will allow com-
panies to better comply with the
Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act and also any other
upcoming rules.

“Once we have checked the
organisation or a platform about
the processes they use to deal with
data and how they use it, we will
be creating this seal, which will
make sure that people are able to
see the information and implemen-
ration of data safety practices on
the platform,” Godse said.

He added that the seal would be
a commitment from DSCI that the
app, product, platform was being
checked hy the organisation
according to the expectations from
a data safety point of view,

The DSCI is a not-for-profit set
up by industry body Nasscom. It
works in the areas of cyber security
and privacy, and engages with gov
ernments, agencies, regulators,
industry sectors, associations and
think tanks for policy advocacy,
thought leadership, capacity build-

ing and outreach acl jvities.,
The council has also started A

DIGITAL STAMP

m Data protection seal for
platforms to follow basicstandards
of data privacy

m Theseal will actasan
assurance from DSCl

® It would help usersin knowing
which apps and platforms are
keeping their data safe

= |t might help platforms to better
comply with the DPDP Act and
similarupcoming rules
N

data protection credential pro-
gramme, known as DSCl-certitied
Data Protection Officer, which
helps organisations in getting their
DPOs trained as per the require-
ments under the Digital Personal
Data Protection (DPDP) Act.

“A couple of batches under the
programime are already being
hosted in Delhi and Bengaluru, We
will be training many more batches
and creating DPOs, which will help
organisations to be compliant with
the DPDP Act,” sald Godse.

The data protection seal and
DIPO credential program are o part

of DSCI's agenda for the upcoming
International Data Privacy Day on

January 28.

Vinayak identified the growth
in the ransomware ecosvstem,
multi-factor authentication related
attacks, and the use of artificial

intelligence as the biggest
security challenges in 2024.

He also hinted at the possibulity
of state-crafted threat attacks
impacting the commercial sector
and end users, because of the
increasing amounts of investments
getting involved.

On rising instances of deep-
fakes, Godse suggested that 00K
ing at every piece of content might
be a very difficult task. Instead, iwe
suggested, the identities of internet
users that are making such content
go viral are the ones that need Lo
be identified and curtailed

Analysing the authenticity of
content without revealing it to the
platform is another challenge that
needs to be taken into account while
identifying deeptakes (o avoid
breach of user privacy, he added.

However, Godse also called tor
a privacy preserving analysis of
deepfake content around sensitive
issues such as sexually explicit
media or content that could pose
problems to public order in order
(o rid the menace of deepfakes and

misinformation in rthe digital
world.

cyber
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Mobile hospital saves a
life during consecration
in Ayodhya, says official

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

BHISHM Cube of Project
Arogya Maitri, a state-of-
the-art indigenous mobile
hospital deployed in Ayod-
hya, played a pivotal role in
saving the life of Ramkrish-
na Srivastava, Dharma-
charya Pramukh and mem-
ber of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad. Mr. Srivastava
suffered a heart attack, and
a sudden medical emer-
gency erupted during the
consecration event on
Monday, collapsing uncon-
scious, said a senior health
ofhcial.

The Indian Air Force's
Rapid Response Team

- from the BHISHM Cube led
- by Wing Commander Man-
~ish Gupta evacuated Mr.
- Srivastava within minutes,

capitalising on the critical
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BHISHM Cube of Project Arogya Maitri, an indigenous mobile
hospital, deployed in Ayodhya on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

golden hour - the first
hour following a traumatic
injury or medical event,
which is crucial for suc-
cessful emergency
treatment.

Quality care
“Upon initial assessment,
M. Srivastava was found to

have very high blood pres-
sure, recorded at 210/170

mmHg. The team diag-
nosed him correctly and
treated him as per the ap-
propriate protocol,” said
the health official.

The BHISHM Cube’s ad-
vanced faciliies and
skilled medical personnel
ensured that Mr. Srivastava
received hospital-quality
care on-site, stabilising his
condition.




To collaborate on advocacy, outreach, training,
research work, and support services for
dementia care, NIMHANS on Monday entered
into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with Dementia India Alliance (DIA), a non-profit
family carer-centred national organisation. The -
MoU was signed by NIMHANS director Pratima
Murthy and DIA president Radha S. Murthy. The
collaboration is aimed at improving the overall
quality of life of persons with dementia and their
- family caregivers through various modalities.
According to a release, DIA and NIMHANS will
collaborate to promote the cause of dementia
-through services and activities, including support
groups, information dissemination, advocacy,
research initiatives, education programs,
conferences, and other events.
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RIL spent $1.5 billion on buys
to tuel new energy business

POWERING AHEAD. Wins incentives worth $750 m under PLI for new energy verticals

=
Janaki Krishnan
Mumbai

Reliance Industries has spent
over $1.5 billion over the last
three years in acquiring global
technology innovation com-
panies, which will be strategic
contributors to its new energy
business.

It has also applied for and
won incentives worth around
$750 million under the Produc-
tion Linked Incentive scheme
for all its new energy verticals.
Last week, while announcing its
Q3 results, the company said it
will commission the New En-
ergy Giga Complexin Jamnagar
in the second half of 2024. Being
built on §,000 acres, with five
giga factories for photovoltaic
cells, fuel cell systems, green hy-
drogen, energy storage and
power electronics, the complex
will link the entire value chain.

It has already received ap-
proval for nearly 75,000 hec-
tares in the Kutch region of Gu-
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FUTURE-READY. The nine acquisitions made by RIL have been
strategic, and all of them are specialists in their diche areas

jarat, where it is setting up a
SOGW renewable energy and
green hydrogen complex.

ACQUISITIONS

The nine acquisitions made by
RIL, consisting of entire or par-
tial stakes for the new energy
business, have been strategic
and all of them are specialists in
their niche areas. A good part of
the acquisitions are in the solar
cell, panel and solar technolo-
gies space and EPC contractors.

The biggest acquisition is
Norway’s REC Solar Holdings,
which it acquired for $771 mil-
lion in 2021, with the intention
of expanding its operations in
the US, Europe, Australia, and
other countries in Asia.

The REC Group is a solar
panel maker and has manufac-
tured over 46 million panels
globally. The other major ac-
quisition was in 2022 in India,
when it acquired a significant
stake in Sterling and Wilson Re-

newable Energy for $285 mil-
lion from the Shapoorji Pallonji
group. It is a solar EPC con-
tractor and will soon be execut-
Ing projects for RIL as well.

There are other acquisitions,
too, such as the UK-based Fara- |
dion, whichisaleaderinsodium |
ion cell technology, and US- |
based Ambri Inc, which special-
1ses in liquid metal battery stor- |
age technology.

VALUATION

Valuations for the new energy
business vary from as low as
$8.3 billion to as high as $29 bil-
lion, based largely on the expec-
ted revenue from its operations
In FY25,FY26 and FY27.

Cit, which has valued RIL’s
new energy business at $8.3 bil-
lion, said investments in the
segment over the next few years
would be a long-term value
driver, “if backed by strong exe-
cution and a favourable do-
mestic market, though gains
here are likely to be more
back-ended”.
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Srilankan Airlines has seen 50%
erowth in India market: CEO

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbal

The past few years have been
tough for the government-
owned  SriLankan Airlines,
amid disruption caused by the
pandemic, financial challenges
and shortage of aircraft. The
airline, which is in the midst of
a privatisation exercise, how-
cver, reported an operating
profit between April and
December 2023 and has seen
S0 per cent growth in the In-
dian market, chief executive
officer Richard Nuttall told
businessline in an  e-mail
Interview,

How has 2023 been for
SriLankan Airlines,
cspecially with growth in
the Indian market?
SriLankan Airlines hasarobust
presence in the Indian market,
- which serves as a secondary

home market, We currently
Operate to nine Indian destina-
tions, with around 100 weekly
frequencies, and maintain a
strong position despite the
market not having fully re-
covered to  pre-pandemic
levels. SriLankan Airlines has
seen growth of nearly S0 per
cent in the Indian market over
thelastyear.

Has the introduction of
free visas for Indians
given growth a boost?

Free visas for Indians was an-
nounced in October 2023,
There isinsufficient dataat the
moment to provide meaning-
ful numbers on the outcome of
this move, as it is still a relat-
ively new initiative

How much does the India
market contribute to the
airline in terms of

passengers and revenue?

Indian routes are nearly 20 per
cent of our revenues, and there
are additional revenues com-
ing from Indian traffic on con-
necting routes. The airline car-
ries connecting traffic to and

from India, the Middle East,
and the far Bast.

We operate to 9
Indian destinations
and maintain a strong
position despite the
market not having
fully recovered to
pre-pandemic levels

RICHARD NUTTALL
CEO, SriLankan Airlines

SriLankan Airlines
carrics a lot of onward

passcngers to Australia.
This is typically low-yicld
traffic given competition.
And competition is only

intensifying. How do you
view the challenge?

Our extensive network en-
sures seamless connections,
offering passengers a conveni-
ent route. This strategy takes
advantage of the commercial
impracticality for Indian and
Australian carriers to cover al]
[ndian points to Australia. As
such, we are able to maintain
yields by focusing on cities
without direct flights.

Financially, how has this
year been for the airline?
Do you plan to add more
planes or is there a freeze
in view of the ongoing
privatisation
programme?
Theairline currently runs with
an operating profit, spanning
from April to December 2023,
Our seat factor and passenger
revenue growth continue to
demonstrate a strong per-
formance. However, cargo rev-
enue has fallen and this is
primarily due to diminishing
demand, with the greater im-
pact arising from the global
trend of decreasing cargo
vields.

Thereare currentlyno oper-
ational  constraints arising
from privatisation. At the mo-
ment we are concentrating on

returning the fleet to pre-

Covid levels. Future growth
decisions will be made with

whomever owns the airline at
theappropriate time.

How do you view
Colombe’s prospects of
becoming a hub?
Colombo’s location in the In-
dian Oceanallows it to connect
passengers from the Indian
Subcontinent, East Africa and
the Indian Ocean, on routes
where there are no direct carri-
crs, with shorter travel times
thanother connecting carriers.
Building on our existing net-
work and hub operation, there

1S considerable room for
growth.

SriLankan Airlines MRO
used to receive aircraft
from IndiGo for C checks.
Now those are being done
within India with
development of
Capabilities. Are you
looking to win back some
of the lost business?
As a globally recognised MRO
provider known for excellence,
we continuously seek oppor-
tunities to expand our portfo-
lio and engage with industry
partners.  Despite  IndiGo
transitioning some mainten-
ance in-house, we remain com-
mitted to delivering world
class MRO services and are ex-
ploring new collaborations.
Srilankan Airlines Engin-
eering (MRO) stands to bene-
fit significantly from the grow-
ing Indian aviation sector, as
the substantial growth in the
industry creates a potential de-
mand for aircraft maintenance

services thar surpass the
MRO capacityin indl‘u.
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Al based device to
aid in cultivation
of horti crops

FIROZ ROZINDAR @ Vijayapura

THE ongoing Krishi Mela at
Agriculture College has
brought to the fore a multi-
utility Artificial Intelligence
(AI) based machine known as
Internet of Things (IoT)
device.

Designed and manufac-
tured by a company, Fasal,
this fully indigenously built
device is helpful to farmers in
many ways.

“The device is mainly help-
ful for horticulture crops. The
machine is operated using a
mobile phone SIM and smart
phone. The app is designed for
the purpose which is connect.
ed to the internet and GPS."
said M Varun, the representa-
tive of the company;

He said that it is a made in
India product which can be
easily installed in the farms
for various purposes.

Varun said that the device
guides the farmers about the
amount of moisture presence
in the soil, the amount of wa-
ter needed and the amount of
fertilizer the crop requires at
different stages of growth.

Based on the weather fore-
cast, it also tells how when the
water and pesticide should be
given to get higher yield.

“The device is primarily
farm specific, crop specific
and stage specific. This means
that the device can be used for
different terrains, different
crops and for the different
stages of crops to get informa-
tion on watering, spraying
pesticide, giving fertilizers
etc”, he said.

The machine can be oper-

ated from remote locations

also if the mobile phone has
internet connection. Varun,
however, said that since the
device works on basis on the
internet, the farm where the
device is installed, should
have internet connectivity.
Varun said that the device
can be used for at least 12
types of horticulture crops
such as pomegranate, papaya,
mango, chiku, tomato etc.
The device collects details
of the crop as the sensor of it
1s placed at least two feet un-
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An Al-based multi-utility device for
farmers displayed at the Krishi Mela

Q

The device guldes the
farmers about the amount
of molsture presence In
the soll, the amount of
water needed and the
amount of fertilizer the

Crop requires at different
stages of growth

Varun, company representative

der the soil. Claiming impres-
sive results, he asserts that
their device contributes to a
50% reduction in water usage
and a 30% decrease in input
costs.

“Already over 8,000 persons
are using our device in India.
Besides general farmers, even
the prestigious institutions
such as Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research (ICHR),
Indian Institute of Horticul-
tural Research (ITHR) and the
Department of Sericulture
had installed this device in
their premises and used it for

- collecting'data”, he daid.

- The company provides free 1
maintenance by regularly vis-+
iting the farms. However the
farmers are charged for phys-
ical damage of equipment.
He said that Fasal has col-
laborated with the State Bank
of India (SBI) to facilitate
loans for interested farmers.
Additionally, the company
has introduced a buy-back
system, providing farmers
the opportunity to sell their
produce to the company at re-
munerative prices.
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India’s figh for food

security at WTO

Amid scrutiny of its market support for rice, India must remain
vigilantin signing future trade deals to safeguard its interests

Trade Organization (WTO) will be held in

Abu Dhabi from February 26 to 28. India’s
main focus at this conference will be to defend its
right to purchase food grains from its farmers at
minimum Support prices (MSPs) without violating
the WTO’s Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) rules.
India buys grains for later distribution to the poor
under its public stock holding (PSH) system.
India breaching AoA limits
The AoA permits price support up to 10 per cent of
the market value of a product in developing coun-
tries like India. In 2020-21, India
reported a jump in its price support
for rice to about 15 per cent
However, the US and other coun-
tries claim that India’s support is
much higher, around 94 per cent.

The US argues that this high level

of support has led 1o India becoming
the top rice exporter, holding 40 per
cent of the global market share.

T he 13th Ministerial Conference of the World
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rice from 1986 to 1988 and remains unchanged.
Comparing the MSP with a 35-year-old reference
price results in a higher calculated subsidy share.
The MSP is the applied administered price in India.
The AoA defines “eligible production” as the
amount of produce that is entitled to receive the MSP,
regardless of whether it was actually bought. The US
argues that since India’s MSP policy doesn't limit
how much rice the government can buy, all of India’s
rice production should be counted as eligible for sub-
sidy calculations. However, India considers the quan-
tty actually bought under the MSP programme.

Currency use

The exchange rate between the US
dollar and the Indian rupee (INR)
nas increased from 13.5 in 1986-88
to 83 currently. India calculares its
subsidy figures in US dollars, ben-
efiting from the weakening INR.
However, the US argues that India
should use the INR for these calcu-
lations to avoid benefits from cur-
rency depreciation. The US

calculation

The flawed methodology of the AoA causes the sig-
nificant difference in Indian and US calculartions.
The ApA discriminares against developing countries,
allowing the US 1o take liberties with the AoA [ext.
Here is the AoA formula for calculating subsidy
Or market price support {MPS): The MPS is the gap
benween a fixed external reference price and the
applied administered price multiplied by the pro-
duction quantity eligible for the MSP.

We must understand these terms to know how
the A0A is designed against developing countries.
The AoA uses a fixed external reference price of
326251 per tonne to calculate price support for rice.
This price is based on the export or import price of

approach is irrational. The AoA
does not specify that calculations
must be in a specific currency. |

The US and India interpret the above terms dit-
ferenuy, so the US estimated India’s nce price sup-
port at 94 per cent, while India’s own estimate 1s
15.2 per cent

Bali relief

India strongly advocated at the WTO to address the
PSH issue, leading to the adoption of a “peace
clause” at the 2013 Bali Ministenal Conterence. This
happened after India insisted on resolving the PSH
iIssue before agreeing to the Trade Facilitaten
Agreement. The peace clause prevents WO menn-
bers from challenging a country that exceeds the

OPINION 9

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE DAY @b wmmmm-mum (M

Set price support level for a commodity, [, 2018-19
Indla used this clause to defend It rice PSIH pmj
gramme when s support exceeded the 10 perceny
Hmlit. Although the Bali decision offerg some reljef
Itis limited and requires detalled reporting frr_m{
countrles using it, and hence Indla Is Ingigt Ing upon
a permanent solution to the PSH issue, Howeyer
even if no progress happens, India can continue iu;
MSP programme using peace clause flexibilities for
a long period.

The AoA favours developed countries

Countries that provided higher than minimal price
support during 1986-88 are allowed to continue
exceeding the limit of 5 per cent, according to the
AOA. As aresult, the US and the EU today offer over
50 per cent and 65 per cent support for specific
crops and still comply with AoA rules. However,
India is considered non-compliant for providing 15
per cent price support. The AoA also permits devel-

oped countries to maintain higher export subsidies
on similar grounds,

Two options on PSH

At the 13th Ministerial Conference, [ndia seeks the
explicit classification of the PSH programme as
“Green Box” support as this would exempt it from
obligations to reduce support levels. Chances of
any success are remote as the US and many devel-
oped countries do not want this.

India may undertake not to export rice commer-
cially from its PSH stock for a permanent solution
to the PSH issue. India will not lose from cuts in rice
exports. China, with higher rice productivity, does
not encourage the export of rice. However, as every
kg of rice produced may require an average of 800-
1,200 litres of water, production in manv Indian
states may not be viable without free electricity.

India can also consider setting high=r production
targets for some crops and limit its support to only
75 per cent of the output. This strategy fits into the
AOA's Blue Box category, a method China has used
to avoid AoA limits. However, this approach

requires careful consideration, as setting a pro-
duction limit might not be politically agreeable.

In hindsight, today, India would not sign the AoA
or the ITA-1, which sealed its fate in the computer
hardware sector. India must be cautiousin negouat-
Ing current FTA deals, especially the new issues.
The United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization predicts cereal imports into develop-
ing countries could triple in the next 30 vears. Thev
will import most food from developed countries
Via large traders. Just four tradsrs handle 90 per
cent of the intermational grain trade.

Countries breaching the subsidy limi :
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closure of their MSP and food safety programmes.
increasing their reliance on imports. Could that
not be the hidden agenda of the AoA? It is
rumoured that former Cargi!! Vice-Presiden: Dan
Amstutz preparad the nirst draft of the AcA. India
needs never to lower its guard on anything relatad
o agneulural trade

Finally, India should expand its team of 2\perts.

It currently seems (o have tewer spevtalisis togus-

NG on aanculinral rada 1SSuess Jompanad
| Ly w . . 1y i 5 - e RERERE

number of US enperts hamiing Induan sgncuinsal

i | Bl ™
E!-\tl-iti 'n‘i!--ihh\. ..\

LY -'-,'._
L LS



- With no consensus in the digital panel on
regulating Big Tech, start-ups look to FM

KR Srivats
New Delhi

Withless than ten days until the
Vote-on-Account, start-ups are
now looking to Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman for a
roadmap in the Budget speech
for regulating Big Tech with an
ex-ante framework.

_ Start-ups are pinning their

t digiml mmpeﬁtion

opes on the announcement of

digital competition law. Big
Tech fears that the introduc-
tion of a Digital Competition
law can stifle innovation and

strangulate  the  nascent
industry.

If a new layer of competition
regulation is introduced on the
existing competition law and
new obligations are placed on
SIDIs (systemically important
digital intermediaries), then
nobody will innovate, Big Tech

. argues.

Start-ups are, however, hop-
ing the government would
come to their rescue with a spe-
cific legal framework that
would give them a level playing
field against Big Tech and cast
specific obligations on SIDIs.

NEED FORNEW NORMS
The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Finance, headed

by Jayant Sinha, had, in Decem-
ber 2022, in its 53rd Report on
‘Anti-competitive practices by
Big Tech companies, agreed

that there is a need for an ex--

ante regulation of anti-compet-
Itive practices by Big Tech.

“It also listed out ten areas/
instances of anti-competitive
practices that need to be ad-
dressed by the new framework.
These are bundling and tying;
ant-steering practices; deep
discounting; platform neutral-

ity; data usage; exclusive tie-

ups; search and ranking; re-
stricting third-party applica-
tions; mergers and acquisitions;
and advertising policies.

For putting in place an ex-
ante regulatory framework, the
Parliamentary panel had re-
commended an approach sim-
ilar to the European Union’s Di-
gital Markets Act.

Post the emergence of a “di-
gital” and “internet economy”,
achieving a fine balance
between innovation and regula-
tion has been an uphill task for
most. competition authorities
across the world. India’s digital
economy is slated to touch the
$1-trillion mark in 2025-26, ac-
cording to  government
forecast,

Competition  authorities
across the globe are finding it
increasingly difficult to effect-
ively regulate “digital mar-
kets”. This is because much of
the current competition law
principles have evolved after
decades of implementation in
the traditional markets.

Competition authorities are
therefore looking at enacting
separate laws aimed specifically
at disciplining the “biggest
players”in the digital markets.
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Banks are likely to see a big
ATM refresh-cam-addition
cycle in the next 12-18
months, involving replace-
ment of about 40,000 ageing
ATMs, and ion of net-
work by about 10,000, per in-
dustry estimates.

All scheduled banks collect-
ivelyadded 4,452 ATMs (auto-
mated teller machines) in
FY23, with their network
standing at 219,513 as at
March-end 2023, per RBI data.
{  White label ATM operators
expanded their ATM network
| by 4292 ATM in
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IN REVAMP MODE. Likely to replace 40,000 ageing ATMs, add 10,00

s

recycler costs ¥6 lakh

Managed Services, CMS In-
tosystems, said. He observed
that in the first half of FY24,
there were bank ATM man-
dates for 15,000 units. This re-
flects their focus on replace-
ment and network expansion.

RENEWED FOCUS. An ATM costs about ¥3.5 lakh while a cash

cyclers,” Rao said. An ATM
costs about ¥3.5 lakh while a
cash recycler costs about %6

lakh. Assuming that 25 per

‘cent of the 50,000 ATMs that

will be deployed will be cash
recyclers, the overall capital

" expenditure for banks could

be around ¥2,000 crore.
During 2022-23, the total

gg_mbe; of ATMs (on-site and
Fsite) grew by 3.5 per cent,

primarily driven by increase n

. the number of white-label

ATMs (WLAs '
RBI’s latest Re);’:oar?o;dm'l‘rgertlg

;Tprwofﬁanhnginln- |

'AnmngsttlheAmxsoper-'

Banks to go in for big ATM
push in next 12-18 months

0 new ones

ated by scheduled commercial
banks (SCBs) at end-March
2023, the share of PSBs and
PVBs was 63 per cent and 35
per cent, respectively.

At end-March 2023, ATMs
of PSBs were more evenly dis-
tributed across geographies
than other bank groups whose
ATMs were skewed towards
urban and metropolitan areas,

- per the report. In contrast, a

majority (51 per cent) of
were concentrated in
rural areas.

TRADITIONAL MODEL
Rao said: “We are following
the traditional global model ~
one branch, two ATMs (one
onsite and one offsite). As
private sector banks penetrate
into SURU (semi-urban and
rural) areas, that many ATMs
will be required.

“These banks want a branch
asa selhng point rather than a
servicing point. Theywant ser-
vicing to be on self-service
mode to reduce the cost. So,
that cost arbitrage is still there
between a self-service channel
andabranch,” Rao said.
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he Japanese

company senta

termination letter to

[ee onMonday
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BLOOMBERG

ony Group Corp. and

Zee Entertainment En-

terprises Ltd. have offi-
cially called off a planned $10
billion media merger in India
after two years of drama and
delay, abandoning their effort
to create an entertainment gi-
ant in Asia’s biggest stream-
ing market.

The Japanese company sent
a termination letter to Zee on
Monday for failing to meet
merger agreement conditions
and is seeking $90 million in
break-up fees, with the Mum-
bai-based Zee “categorically”
denying that it had breached
the pact.

The deal, which
Bloomberg rer jrted on Janu-
ary 8 was headed for collapse,
fell apart due to a stalemate
over whether Zee’s Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Punit Goenka
would lead the merged entity
amid an investigation by In-
dia’s capital markets regula-
tor. With neither side willing
to blink, both Sony and Zee

now have toredraw theirplans -

for the world’s mo st-populous
country,

Sony was expected to b
en-
efit from Zee’s deep library

Sony scraps $10 bn merger
with Zee over CEQ stalemate
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of content in regional Indian
languages and dozens of local
television channels. Zee’s in
precarious financial health
and will facing growing com-
petition, as Reliance Industries
Ltd.and Walt Disney Co. near
their own merger.

Negative Impact

“This will have a negative im-
pact on both parties, as both
companies are going to face
stiff competition from digital
media and face a potential
threat from the merger of Re-
liance and Disney,” said Karan
Taurani, analyst at Elara Se-
curities India. Zee leadership
may also face pushback from
investors for the failed merger
deal, he added.

Theterminationletter from
Sony came on Monday after
a 30-day grace period ended
over the weekend when the
two sides couldn’t reach an
agreementonadeadlinesetin
late December.

Thelast-lap tussleoverlead-
ership was the single biggest
hurdle for the deal —Zee was
insisting that Goenka would

leadthe new entity asagreedin
the 2021 pact, while Sony was
wary of hisappointment given
the regulatory probe against
him. The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (Sebi)
alleged in June that the Mum-
bai-based media house faked
the recovery of loans to cover
private financing deals by its
founder, Subhash Chandra.
Chandra and his son, Goenka,
“abused their position” and
siphoned off funds, Sebi said
In an interim order, barring
Goenka from executive or di-
rector appointments in listed
companies.

While Goenka got a re-
prieve from an appellate
authority against the Sebi
orgler, Sony viewed the on-
going probt_e as a corporate
governance issue, Bloomberg -
reported earlier.

The collapsed deal, which
had received almost all regu-
latory approvals, would have
created an entertainment
behemoth in which Sony was
supposed to own a 50.86%
stake, with Goenka’s family
owning 3.99%.







Kohli to miss 2 games
for personal reasons

>WAROOP SWAMINATHAN @ Hyderabad
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VIRAT Kohli has withdrawn from the first two Tests of the five-
match series citing personal reasons. Last month, Kohli had to
fly out to India from South Africa on short notice. Earlier this
month, the batter, who had finished as top-scorer in the two-
match series against South Africa, had opted out of the first
T20I against Afghanistan. One can only hope that all is well
with the Kohli family

“Virat Kohli has requested the BCCI to be withdrawn from
the first two Tests series against England, citing personal rea-
sSons,” a press release from the body said. “Virat has spoken to
Captain Rohit Sharma, the team management and the selectors
and has emphasized that while representing the country has
always been his top priority, certain personal situations de-
mand his presence and undivided attention. The BCCI requests
the media and fans to respect Virat Kohli’s privacy during this

time and refrain from speculating on the nature of his personal
reasons. The Men’s Selection Com- | |

mittee will name a replacement
soon.”

What Kohli’s withdrawal has
meant 1s it has opened up a slot for
a batter already part of the team. & .
KS Bharat may now play as a spe- [HEK - .
cialist wicket-keeper with KL Ra- T TNl
hul slotting in seamlessly. Shreyas T8 . |
Iyer, one of the best batters of spin
in this set-up, could come in at No.
0 With Ravindra Jadeja at No. 8.

The others, like the rest of the X1, picks themselves so in all
likelihood, the replacement player may be warming the bench
anyway unless the management have a surprise in store,

While there wasn’t a cloud in the sky in these parts on Mon-
day, it’s still winter. Night time temperatures are expected to
dip below the 20 mark on all five days of the Test beginning on
Thursday. The team had optional nets on Monday.

Visa problems for spinner Bashir

The tall off-spinner Shoaib Bashir has not landed with the rest
of the England team as he has faced some visa problems. But
coach Brendon McCullum expected Bashir to land in the city
sooner rather than later. It remains to be seen if Dan Lawrence,
Harry Brook’s replacement, will be drafted into the XI straight-
away. Ben Foakes, who equipped himself well in their last tour,
1s now the automatic choice to take the gloves with Jonny
Bairstow playing purely as a batter: Full story: newindlanexpress.com




THE HINDU

~ Sport

Tuesday, January 23, 2024
HYDERABAD

Prabhudessai’s unbeaten ton helps
Goa pull off a draw against Karnataka

The opener puts on valuable stands with Kauthankar and Gaonkar to thwart the host's push for an outright victory

RANJI TROPHY

N. Sudarshan
| MYSURU

he Karnataka-Goa
Ranji Trophy en-
counter at the
- SDNR Wadiyar Stadium pe-

tered out into a tame draw
- here on Monday.

With Goa starting day
- four on 93 for one, 84 runs
behind, the host had to
~ break open the contest in
the first session to have a
- realistic chance of
winning.

.~ When V. Vyshak had
K.V. Siddharth (57, 75b,
. 8x4, 1x6) caught by Dev-
dutt Padikkal at first slip off
- the third ball of the morn-
ing, the victory arc had
seemingly started bending
towards Karnataka.

But Suyash Prabhudes-
sai (143 n.o., 289b, 11x4)
held Goa together, combin-
ing for an hour-long 31-run
partnership with Snehal
Kauthankar (8, 36b) for the
third wicket and then be-
ing involved in a 97-run as-
sociation with Deepraj
Gaonkar (36, 134b, 1x4,
1x6) for the fourth wicket.

Joy unbound: Prabhudessai is cock-a-hoop after reaching a well-compiled century. k. BHAGYA PRAKASH

With the possibility of a
win diminishing quickly,
both sides called truce 11
overs into the final session,
with Goa at 282 for six, 105
runs in the green.

Below-par show

Karnataka’s inability to
press for full six points
could be attributed to a be-
low-par show by its bow-

lers,
spinners.

Left-arm tweakers Rohit
Kumar and Shubhang
Hegde came into the con-
test having played just
eight matches (combined)
and their inexperience
showed. The duo struggled
with both their lines and
lengths, and didn’t impart
enough spin on the ball.

especially  the

In the first innings, Kar-
nataka allowed the visitor
to add 100 runs for the last
two wickets, and in the se-
cond essay, the home side
failed to trouble the Goa
batters on a track that was
up and down and far from
a feather-bed.

“I admit it’s a concern,”
said J. Abhiram, chairman
of selectors, about Karna-

taka’s spin bowling. “Shub-
hang Hegde, particularly,
was a very big disappoint-
ment because it was an
ideal wicket for him. He

needs to go back and work |

on his basics.
“His action is a bit dis-
torted. I have his videos

from not too long ago and
he isn’t the same. He is ve-

ry talented cricketer and I |

hope he comes back
strongly,” Abhiram added.

The scores:
Goa — 1st innings: 321.

Karnataka — 1stinnings: 498
for nine decl.

Goa — 2nd innings: Ishaan
Gadekar b Vyshak 1, Suyash
Prabhudessai (not out) 143, K.V.
Siddharth c Padikkal b Vyshak 57,
Snehal Kauthankar lbw b
Venkatesh 8, Deepraj Gaonkar ¢
Sharath b Rohit 36, Darshan Misal
¢ Shubhang b Rohit 13, Arjun
Tendulkar ¢ Padikkal b Shubhang
6, Samar Dubhashi (not out) 0;
Extras (b-11, Ib-4, w-2, nb-1): 18:
Total (for six wkts. in 100 overs):
282,

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-94, 3-125,
4-222,5-249, 6-270.

Karnataka bowling: Koushik
14-3-40-0, Vyshak 13-2-35-2, Rohit
19-2-67-2, Shubhang 36-5-77-1,
Venkatesh 14-4-29-1, Jose
4-0-19-0.

RANJI SCORES, ROUND 3,
4TH & FINAL DAY
"’

Elite: Group-A: At Delhi:
Jharkhand 316 in 110.3 overs
drew with Services 473/8 decl. in
156.5 overs (Ravi Chauhan 158,
L.S. Kumar 50 n.o.). Points:
Jharkhand 1(3), Services 3(6).

Group-B: At Dibrugarh: Andhra
188 & 334 in 90 overs bt Assam
160 & 190 in 48.2 overs (Riyan
Parag 75, Sumit Ghadigaonkar
60, Lalith Mohan 4/81). Andhra
6(9), Assam 0(1).

. At Kolkata: Bengal 381/8 decl. in

128 overs vs Chhattisgarh 214/6
in 92 overs (Ashutosh Singh 88,
Suraj Sindhu Jaiswal 4/29).
Bengal 1(5), Chhattisgarh
1(11).

At Thumba: Mumbai 251 & 319
in 97.4 overs bt Kerala 244 & 94 in
33 overs (Shams Mulani 5/44).
Mumbai 6(20), Kerala 0(4).

At Meerut: Bihar 260 in 110.2
overs (Raghuvendra Pratap Singh
75 n.o., Saurabh Kuar 4/46) drew
with Uttar Pradesh 45/3in 4.4
overs. Bihar 2(3), Uttar
Pradesh 2(6).

Group-C: At Mysuru: Goa 321 &
282/6 in 100 overs (Suyash
Prabhudessai 143 n.o, K.
Siddharth 57) drew with
Karnataka 498/9 decl. in 126.4
overs. Goa 1(4), Karnataka
3(9).

| AtMohali: Punjab 109in 385

overs (Nehal Wadhera 56) drew
with Tripura 51/2 in 7 overs. :
Punjab 1(1), Tripura 1(7).

At Chandigarh: Gujarat 86/2in.

| 26 overs drew with Chandigarh.:_

Gujarat 1(13), Chandigarh

- 1(3).

Group-D: At Cuttack: Odisha . -

- 130 &198in 43 overs lost to

| Jammu & Kashmir 180 & 149/8 in
43.4 overs (Abdul Samad 66 n.o,,
' Rajesh Mohanty 5/61). Jammu &

Kashmir 6(8), Odisha 0(3).
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India will need a win and sOme luck

AFC ASIAN CUP

Neeladri Bhattacharjee
DOHA

India will look to beat the
odds and hope for qualifi-
cation into the knockouts
when it faces Syria In 1ts
last group-stage game of
the AFC Asian Cup 2023, at
the Al Bayt Stadium, on
Tuesday.

The Blue Tigers were
left chasing shadows
against Uzbekistan in their
previous game, losing the
match 0-3, which made
their chances of progress-
ing, almost impossible.
They will now have to beat
Syria and wait for results in
other groups to qualify as
one of the four best third-
placed teams.

The good news for Igor
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knockouts. X@INDIANFOOTBALL

Stimac’s side is the availa-

bility of a full squad for the

match.

“We are still focused
and well-concentrated on
what we could achieve and
do here tomorrow. So, all
the boys here will do eve-

rything possible. Is that go-

ing to be enough? We"re
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Last try: India will have to rely on other results to qualify for the

not sure, that’s in God’s
hands. But hopefully, we
are going to use one of our
chances,” Stimac said.

Syria, on the other
hand, has been a defen-
sively industrious side like
a typical Hector Cuper
team. Under the Argen-
tine, who guided Egypt to

T
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the FIFA World Cup In
2018, Syria has lost just one
game with a margin of
more than one goal. It held
Uzbekistan to a draw, lost
O-1 to Australia, and sits
third in the standings,
above India. A win can pro-
pel it to second if Uzbeks
lose to Socceroos and Syria
ends the group stage with a
higher goal difference than
Srejko Katanec’s side.

In the other Group B
game, Uzbekistan will look
for revenge when it meets
Australia at the Asian Cup
after four years. The Uz-
beks were knocked out by
the Socceroos through a
4-2 win on penalties in the
round-of-16 of the 2019
Asian Cup. Both games are
scheduled for a 5 p.m. IST
kick-off, with Australia fac-
ing Uzbekistan at the Al Ja-
noub %mmm

e |
l_':rq N e _"L.f' 9
- aia p B
g e L
&3] *'




i i E' :::::
o] L =y TRy

Suryakumar. AFP

Suryakumar is
captain of ICC
1201 Team
of the Year

Press Trust of India
DUBAI

Suryakumar Yadav has
been named the captain of
the ICC men’s T20I Team
of the Year, which also in-
cludes three more Indians.

Among women, off-
spinner Deepti Sharma is
the lone Indian to find a

place in the 1l1-member
side to be led by Sri Lanka’s
Chamari Athapaththu.

The teams: Men: Jaiswal, Salt,
Pooran (wk), Suryakumar (Capt.),
Chapman, Raza, Ramjani, Adair,
Bishnoi, Ngarava, Arshdeep.
Women: Athapaththu (Capt.),
Mooney (wk), Wolvaardt,
Matthews, Sciver-Brunt, Kerr,
Perry, Gardner, Deepti, Sophie,
Schutt.
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USING FOSSIL FUEL TO MOVE
BACK TO THE FUTURE

F you flipped through the
mainstream print media in the
last few days, you might have
thought you were in 1528 or
thereabouts, when Ram man-
dir was likely to have been a
real issue. Some 500 years later,
who knew Lord Ram would still be the
stuff of banner headlines?

Now that the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya
has been officially opened by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, can India put the
temple behind it and move on? It can't,
unfortunately. This is just the beginning
and marks India’s official return to the
past as its future.

The past as a source of fossil fuel for
its future, towards a strong nationalist
economy. In this, Modi is succeeding.
The economy is growing at over 7 per-
cent and is rated as one of the fastest-
growing in the world. The price you pay
for this lies elsewhere: in the cognitive
aspects of a people. Ayodhya marks the
beginning of the Ram phase in Indian
politics and society and sanctions the in-
terchangeability of fact for fiction. Or
the other way around.

The return of Ram Lalla to Ayodhya
via a tortuous legal-and-riots route since
1949 ended with the 2019 Supreme Court

" judgement awarding the entire 2.77-acre

land to the temple trust. The Supreme
Court recognised the site as the ‘birth-
place of Ram’. With the prime minister
inaugurating the temple, Hindu India
has sanctified myth as history. You can
no longer doubt the historicity of Ram.
Or Modi’s intention to be anointed the
first priest-king of independent India.
Ram ruled in Treta Yuga. That, ac-
cording to Hindu scriptural calculations,
is some 2,055,100 BCE. But he appeared
at the end of it, which, according to some
calculations, is roughly 5,000 BCE. We
are claiming that India had a rather ad-
vanced civilisation many years ago
when most historians agree that modern
civilisation more or less began with the
Bronze Age, about 3,000 BCE, led by the
Sumerians—modern in the sense that
bronze was discovered with its many ap-
plications in tools and transport.

What the validation of Treta Yuga
ending with Ram Raj means is that we
have effectively—even constitutional-
ly—erased the border between myth and
history. This is pretty much the stuff Ab-
rahamic religions are made of, too. Fic-
tion is accorded factuality, There might
have been a Jesus of history, but a Christ
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of faith and miracles? The Christ of Im-
maculate Conception? In the Quran,
there are instances where the Prophet is
shown as a sky-traveller. So then why
should Hindu myths not be accorded a
similar status’

Indeed, if Ram is historic, there 1s no
reason why Ravan, with his ten heads, is

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Soclal psychologist Jonathan Haldt has ¢
talked about the process of sacralising
things by forming circles. if people goln
circles around a stone, tree or human, it E
%
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not. So of course is Lord Krishna, In
Dvapara Yuga, which follows Treta. If
Lord Ram, Ravan and Lord Krishna are
historic, then it stands to reason that
pretty much everything that happened
in the Ramayan and the Mahabharat is
true. Plastic surgery, missile technology,
and Pushpak Viman must have existed.
Mythology is sanctified as history.

Jonathan Haidt, a popular social psy-
chologist and author, talks about the
idea of sacralisation in one of his lec-
tures. One of the processes of sacralisa-
tion is the formation of circles. Any ob-
ject can be sacralised. In Mecca, the
Kaaba is a stone around which people
move in a circle. In Indian temples, devo-
tees go around idols. Around the dead
bodies of important people, too, we move
in circles. The larger the circle, the more
important and powerful the item of
adoration.

means a tribe is being formed, a bond
Is being forged—something that can
both bind and blind
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g Poet. novelist, and screenplay writer. His latest novel
is One Love and the Many Lives of Osip B

If people go in circles around an ob-
ject, stone, tree or human, it means a
tribe is being formed, a bond is being
forged. Those who do not join the circle
are outsiders or even enemies. It does
not matter if the stone or the cross we
sanctify with our circular movement
around it is one with a factual history or
not. It is more real; it is faith. A piece of
fiction. At any point in history, there will
be more people dying for fiction or faith
than for fact. This is because sacrifices
can be demanded from the tribe forged
from faith. The bigger the sacrifice, the
stronger the tribe. Haidt says such trib-
alising would both “bind and blind”.

In the last few days, the prime minis-
ter has made it a point to visit dozens
of temples, especially in Kerala and
Tamil Nadu. The subliminal effort has
been to transfer some of the power of
the myth onto him. Adjacency and as-
sociation are effective tools for this
transference of divinity.

The circle that goes around Lord Ram
has become visibly bigger. What has
also happened is that the prime minis-
ter; like Lord Ram, is now at the centre
of the circle. And the circle, chantin
g,logans of a new Ram Raj, is unifying
into a tribe. An organising principle
that is at work in Islam and Christianity
too. What Modi is doing is to forge a
tribal unity of sorts—out of the plural-
istic chaos of India. This intent is clear
in his ideas like One Nation, One Lan-
guage, One India, One Election, and
One People, One God.

With the opposition in visible disar-
ray and Rahul Gandhi out mostly on
his long constitutionals, 2024 is likely to
be a Ram Lalla year. A new India is in
the works. Fleetingly, it may appear as
the ancient India we have read in com-
ics and mythology as children. Except
it is all too real. And the opposition has
just no idea how to fight a Modi with
Ram on one side and Krishna on the
other. The shutter is coming down fast

on ‘Mohabbat ki dukaan’—with Rahyl
Gandhi inside it.
(Views are personal)
(cpsurendran@gmail.com)
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The idea of one nation,

n September 2023, the Union Government |
l set up a ‘High Level Committee on One |
Nation, One Election’ under the |

chairmanship of former President of India,
Ramnath Kovind. The High Level Committee has |
met on three occasions and sought the views of

i i P - I
various national and State political parties on the
subject of a common elections schedule.
Recently, public views and those of eminent
jurists were also solicited in this regard. Though
there is no definitive timeline for the Committee
to submit its recommendations, the fact that the
timing of this exercise coincides with the lead-up
to the general elections in 2024 raises pertinent
doubts. Nevertheless, as the outcome of this
exercise has the potential to alter the
fundamentals of our democratic set-up and reset
the federal structure, it is necessary to examine
the legal issues at the earliest juncture.

There are compelling reasons to believe that

the High Level Committee is likely to return a
recommendation in favour of a common
schedule comprising elections to the Lok Sabha
and the State Legislative Assemblies overlooking
genuine constitutional and legal concerns. This is
why all the attention, in the aftermath of this
exercise, would entirely focus on the Supreme
Court of India. This would be India’s Baker v. Carr
moment where the Supreme Court of the U.S.
deliberated the concept of “entering the political
thicket”. The Indian Supreme Court, which has |
self-characterised its constitutional role as the |
“sentinel on the qui vive”, would be called upon i
to determine, quickly and purposefully, the }
ultimate fate of Indian democracy. |

Are common elections feasible?

One of the reasons assigned in support of One
Nation, One Election is the high amount of
expenditure towards the conduct of elections. It
is reported that the 2014 general elections cost
the public exchequer an estimated ¥3,870 crore.
It is argued that common elections for the Union

- T

Manuraj
Shunmugasundaram

is Advocate,

Madras High Court, and
DMK spokesperson.
Dhileepan P. provided
inputs for the article

Any action that
impinges upon
the independent
constitutional
existence of a
State by altering
the duration of
its Legislative
Assembly would
naturally be
and-federal and
unconstitutional

one election is again

Parliament and State Assemblies would reduce
expenditure significantly. Another reason put
forth by proponents of a common election is that
the Mode] Code of Conduct comes into effect
twice in a five year cycle, which affects the
seamless conduct of government business and
results in ‘governance downtime’.

Opponents of the common elections contend
that these reasons are logically and factually
untenable. The cost of holding free and lair
elections to elect a government of the choice of
the people is a price that can never be high.
There are occasions where a government may not
complete a full term of five years, and elections
may be held again. Such cccurrences are
expressions of the democratic system and ought
to be .'H't‘li'[llll'i! Likewise, the Yiodel Code of
Conduct and other guidelines issued by the
Election Comimission are necessary pains to
ensure that executive influence over voters 1s kept
to a minimum and the playing held, during the
election period, remains level n any case, it
sounds strange for a Union government and the
Election Commussion that have refrained from
holding Assembly elections in jammu and
Kashmir, for nearly hve years, to express strong
concerns regarding governance downtime,

Legal concerns
In S.R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994), the

Supreme Court declared that the States have an
independent constitutional existence, and they
have as important a role to play in the political,
social, educational and cultural life of the people
as the Union. The Constitution provides for a
specific tenure for the State Legislatures, which is
five vears from the date appointed for the first
meeting. A similar provision also exists for the
tenure of the Union Parliament. Therefore, the
introduction of a common election process
would necessarily require alteration of the
existing duration of a number of State
Legislatures. This would go against the express

Janguage in the Constitution and be in violation of
the view expressed by the Supreme Court In the
§ R. Bommai case. Therefore, any such action that
impinges upon the independent mnstitutiﬂniﬂ
existence of a State by altering the duration of 1ts
Legislative Assembly would naturally be
anti-federal and unconstitutional. |
The next test would be that of bias, exclusion,
and inequality adopted in this exercise. A CUrsory
glance of the website created by the | ligh !,L‘?L'l
Committee, intended 1o be a repository of all
relevant information on the subject and act as a
platform for interaction from all stakeholders,
shows that it is available only in English and
Hindi. This is to say that such a landmark

consultation process is being conducted in one of

the 22 ofhcial languages of the Union.

Finally, there is a question that goes to the root
of the independence of the Election Commission,
a constitutional body endowed with autonomy to
take independent decisions regarding elections.
Similar to demonetisation, when the Reserve
Bank of India was kept in the dark, the Election
Commission seems to be a silent spectator to the
entire process undertaken by the High Level
Committee set up by the Union government.

Can One Nation, One Election be stopped?

In I_he U.K., home of the common law
jurisprudence, Parliament is supreme. However,
the Indian constitutional architecture is
structured differently granting higher courts
inherent and broad powers of judicial review
whgn executive actions transgress the fields
assigned to them. The stage is set for a
constitutional showdown in the not-too-distant
future — one that will raise the question of
whether constitutional courts, especially the
Supreme Court, will enter the political thicket At
the moment, there seems to be no alternative but
to enter and wade through the thicket if the
constitutional architecture of this mur;tr Is to be
preserved. B

st federalism
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